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2012 TREE & SHRUB PROGRAM 

WAYNE COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
10 LEACH ROAD LYONS NY 14489 (315) 946-4136 



INTRODUCTION 

Trees beautify our communities and countryside.  They shade and cool our homes, bring songbirds to our backyard, and 

mark the changing of seasons.  Trees are a source of countless products including lumber and food.  They clean the air 

we breathe and help protect rivers and streams whose water we drink.   

In order for trees to provide all these benefits, we need to care for the tree we already have and to plant more.  Planting 

and caring for trees is something each individual can do to improve their local community and the environment.   

This is your opportunity to enjoy the beauty and benefit from the natural world. 
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Seedlings will have a smaller root system and less branching than transplants.  Transplants develop stronger root 

systems and better branching.  You can expect to get a mature tree faster with a transplant and a better survival rate.  

WHERE TO PLANT 

When deciding where to plant a tree, consider how big it will grow.  Avoid overhead utility lines and check for 

underground utilities by contacting Dig Safely. New York (Call 811).  Each species has specific site requirements.  Small 

trees and shrubs should have 6 ft. by 6 ft. spacing while larger deciduous trees should have 12 ft. by 12 ft. spacing.  For 

conifers, trees should be spaced 8 ft. by 8 ft. while those for Christmas tree farms should be planted 2 to 3 feet apart 

plus the width of mowing equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIES DESCRIPTIONS 

CONIFER TREES 

1.  Balsam Fir Abies balsamea - One of the more important conifers in the northern United States and in Canada.  It is a 

small to medium-sized tree used primarily for pulp and light frame construction, and it is one of the most popular 

Christmas trees.  Wildlife rely extensively on this ǘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  DǊƻǿǎ прΩ-трΩΣ нрΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

2.  Canaan Fir Abies balsamea phanerolepis - Color is dark to bluish dark green, the undersides of the needles have two 

white stripes very similar to the Fraser Fir with more limber branching.  Naturally adapted to overly moist sites and 

late frosts.  

3.  Colorado Blue Spruce Picea pungens - A magnificent sight of silver blue-green spruce.  Rated one of the most popular 
evergreens.  It grows well while young and matures at 50-75'; 10'-20' spread in the landscape, up to 135' and 35' 
spread in the wild. 

4.  Concolor Fir Abies concolor - The beautiful White (or Concolor) Fir has light-colored bark and silver blue-green 

needles.  Tolerates most soils and drought.  Matures at 50', 20' spread in the home landscape. 

5.  Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii - This magnificent specimen has a pyramid shape and a straight trunk.  The 

needles are bluish green, occasionally yellowish green.  It prefers sun or light shade, moist, well drained, acid or 

neutral soil, but is found in its native habit on rocky mountain slopes.  Matures at 40'-70', 12'-20' spread in the home 

landscape, over 100' in a natural setting. 

6.  Norway Spruce Picea abies - Fastest growing of the spruces.  Develops strong graceful branches that are covered with 

dark green needles.  Ideal windbreaker.  Matures at 60'; 25' spread. 

7.  White Pine Pinus strobus - A hardy, valuable tree.  Clustered soft blue-green needles.  Ideal for screen or windbreak.  
Likes moist, well-drained soils.  Grows 50'- 80' with a 20-40' spread in the landscape. 

8.  American Arbor Vitae (White Cedar) Thuja occidentalis - The narrow, pyramid shape makes it a natural choice for 

windbreaks.  Tall and elegant, it requires almost no care when used as a hedge or screen.  Can grow to 40'-60' with a 

spread of up to 15' in the wild, but 20'-30' with a 12' spread in urban settings is more typical.  Plant 3 feet apart for 

hedge. 

9.  Fraser Fir Abies fraseri - A narrow, pyramidal tree with glossy, dark green needles.  The undersides of the needles 

have two white rows.  Not suited for hot, dry sites as it prefers moist, well-drained sites. 

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS 

10.  Elderberry Sambucus canadensis ς Multi-stemmed shrub with white flowers blossoming in mid-June.  Fruits ripen 

into purple-black berries in mid-!ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  ¢ƻƭŜǊŀǘŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  DǊƻǿǎ рΩ-мнΩ 

depending on pruning.   

11.  Forsythia Forsythia x intermedia ς hƴŜ ƻŦ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƭƻƻƳŜǊǎΦ  [ŜŀǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƭŜΦ  ¦ǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘŜŘƎŜΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ нΩ-пΩ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ  tƭŀƴǘ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ  tǊǳƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ flowering.  

DǊƻǿǎ уΩ-млΩΣ млΩ-мнΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 
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12.  Juneberry (Serviceberry) Amelanchier canadensis ς Large, multi-stemmed shrub or pruned to a small tree.  White 

flowers produced in April with fruit ripening in June, enjoyed by various birds.  Thrives in moist well-drained, acid 

ǎƻƛƭǎΦ  Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǎƘŀŘŜΦ  DǊƻǿǎ сΩ ς нлΩ ǿƛǘƘ мрΩ ς нлΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

13.  American Beautybush (berry) Callicarpa americana ς Shrub with a loose, open form and outward pointing branches.  

Small flowers in the spring which produce large clusters of purple berries in the fall, which birds and deer eat.  

DǊƻǿǎ сΩ-уΩ ǿƛǘƘ рΩ-тΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

14.  Red Osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera - An upright, loose, multi-stemmed, broad-spreading shrub.  Young stems 

extremely red while the bark loses its red color as it matures turning to grayish-brown.  This is a thicket forming 

shrub that produces dull white drupes in July to September.  The Red Osier dogwood prefers full sun with an evenly 

moist soil and is also a great structure for holding soil on slopped areas. 

15.  Silky Dogwood Cornus amomum - An excellent choice for any wildlife garden.  Attractive, bluish berry-like drupes 

which ripen in August and September are desired by many bird species.  Rounded, multi-stemmed form that grows 

6-10' in height with an equal spread.  Prefers moist soil and partial sun. 

16.  Spicebush Lindera benzoin - Male plants have showier, tiny, pale yellow flowers in early spring.  In the fall, females 

become laden with berries that turn from green to yellow to high-gloss crimson while the leaves turn a soft yellow.  

DǊƻǿǎ сΩ-мтΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǿƛŘŜǊΦ  !ǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ōƻǘƘ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎΦ 

17.  Witch-Hazel Hamamelis virginiana - A native small tree or large shrub with fantastic fall attributes.  Yellow, fragrant 

flowers bloom from October through December.  Attractive foliage in all growing seasons with leaves bright green in 

spring followed by yellow to yellowish-orange colors in fall.  Prefers moist soils, but is tolerant of a variety of 

conditions.  Expose to full sun or partial shade.  Grows 15' to 30' high with a similar spread. 

DECIDUOUS TREES 

18.  American Beech Fagus grandifolia ς A formal and stately tree.  Leaves change from dark green to bronze in fall.  

Smooth bluish-gray bark.  Plant in well-ŘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ŀŎƛŘƛŎ ǎƻƛƭΦ  tǊŜŦŜǊǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳƴΦ  DǊƻǿǎ рлΩ-тлΩΣ плΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

19.  American Mountainash Sorbus Americana ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ purple in the 

fall.  Showy white spring flowers, followed by flame-red fruit loved by birds.  Acidic soil, full sun to light shade.  

DǊƻǿǎ млΩ-олΩΣ мрΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

20.  Native (Paper) Birch Betula papyrifera - The Paper Birch offers year-round beauty, with smooth white bark, brilliant 

yellow fall leaves, and stately grace against the winter sky.  Does best in full sun, well-drained, acid, moist, sandy, or 

silty loam soils.  Grows 50' to 70', 35' spread. 

21.  Red Maple Acer rubrum ς Brings color to your landscape year-round.  Green stems turn red in winter, new leaves 

are red-ǘƛƴƎŜŘΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ  Cŀƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇ ǊŜŘ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΦ  CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŘΦ  Cŀǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ  DǊƻǿƴ плΩ-

слΩΣ плΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

22.  Red Oak Quercus rubra - Bristle-tipped leaves turn red in the fall.  The leaves have 7 to 11 waxy lobes.  A good street 

tree, tolerates pollution and compacted soil.  Grows as much as two feet a year for 10 years.  Grows to 60' to 75', 45' 

spread. 

 

  



23.  Sargent Crabapple Malus sargentii - An attractive compact landscape tree with abundant clusters of fragrant white 

flowers in the spring.  Routinely grown as a shrub or multi-stemmed tree, it can be pruned to a single trunk.  Prefers 

a sunny location with moist, well-drained soil but will grow on sites with heavier and drier soils.  The pea-sized fruit 

is a favorite of birds, and the dense foliage provides protective shelter. 

24.  Sugar Maple Acer saccharum ς bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ ¢ǊŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƎŀǊ ƳŀǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘΦ  [ŜŀǾŜǎ ǘǳrn 

yellow, burnt orange or red in fall.  Tolerates shade, likes a well-drained, moderately moist, fertile soil.  Do not plant 

ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ  DǊƻǿǎ слΩ-трΩΣ прΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

25.  White Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida ς An excellent landscape choice in all four seasons.  Flowers are showy in 

spring.  Leaves turn red-purple in fall.  Glossy-red fruits attract winter songbirds.  Likes partial shade; moist, acidic, 

well-ŘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻƛƭΦ  DǊƻǿǎ ǘƻ нрΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ нрΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

26.  White Oak Quercus alba ς An impressive tree with a broad-rounded form.  Suitiable for larger areas.  Dark green 

leaves in the summer turn showy red in fall.  Slow to moderate growth rate.  Prefers acidic, moist, well-drained soil 

ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳƴΦ  DǊƻǿǎ рлΩ-80,Ω with equal spread. 

GROUND COVER 

27.  Hosta Fortunei Hyacinthina - 22" high, spreading plant.  It has a blue-green leaf color, and a funnel-shaped, lavender 

flower that appears in July.  Hosta will tolerate sun, and grows best in well-drained soils.  This plant has an extensive 

root system, which makes it excellent for erosion control.  It is also disease resistant. 

28.  Myrtle Vinca minor - 1' evergreen vine.  Grows almost anywhere, ranging from deep shade to full sun in dry to moist 

soil types.  Green foliage is enhanced in May by a purple bloom. 

29.  Pachysandra Pachysandra terminalis - 1' trailing evergreen.  Spikes of snowy flowers bloom in April.  At its best in 

shade and acid soil.  Good cover under trees & shrubs. 

VARIETY PACKS ς The following species are ONLY available in the variety packs. 

30.  Butterfly Bush Buddleia davidii - Large, rounded shrub with arching branches.  This bush will have fragrant purple 

flowers July through the fall.  Butterfly bush attracts butterflies.  It should be heavily pruned in the spring and it 

tolerates most soils.  DǊƻǿǎ рΩ ς млΩ ǿƛǘƘ сΩ-уΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

31.  Blazing Star Liatris spicata - A 2-5' tall spike of rayless rose purple (sometimes white) closely set flower heads in Aug 

or Sept.  Prefers moist rich soil and full sun. 

32.  Common Lilac Syringa vulgaris - Leggy, upright shrub with fragrant, showy flowers that bloom in May.  Prefers full 

sun with well-ŘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀŎƛŘƛŎ ǎƻƛƭΦ  DǊƻǿǎ уΩ-мр ǿƛǘƘ сΩ-мнΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

33.  5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ Ψ{ǘŜƭƭŀ ŘŜ hǊƻΩ Hemerocallis - Fragrant, 2-3" bright gold flowers held atop compact 15-inch foliage.  Blooms 

in late spring and reblooms into the fall.  Full sun to partial shade.  Heat and drought tolerant. 

34.  Cinnamon Fern Osmunda cinnamomea - 2-5' height non-evergreen fern.  First foliage appears as Cinnamon sticks.  
Later producing leaves that are deep waxy green.  Prefers acid soil, up in late April dormant in September.  

35.  Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides - 1-2' height full evergreen dark green in color requires shade to partial 
shade.  Prefers neutral to acid soils. 
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36.  Ostrich Fern Matteuccia struthiopteris - 3-6' Rich green fern.  Light shade to partial sun preference.  Applications 
along ponds and low wet are ideal areas. 

37. Maidenhair Fern Adiantum pedatum - 18" tall, delicate fern.  Lacy, soft leaf grows rapidly.  Cannot tolerate dry soils, 
and prefers neutral and moist soils.  Dies back in September. 

38.  New York Fern Thelypteris noveboracensis - 18' semi-evergreen hardy fern.  It likes dryer soils.  New York fern has 
yellow-green leaves that spread rapidly.  This is a good groundcover, and requires shade to partial sun. 

39.  5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ Ψ!ƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩ Hemerocallis - онέ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭΦ  Mid-season bloom.  CƭƻǿŜǊΣ ƭŜƳƻƴ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ рέ 
bloom. 

40.  5ŀȅƭƛƭȅ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ŀǊƻƭΩ Hemerocallis ς нфέ ƘƛƎƘ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭΦ  9ŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ aƛŘ- season bloom.  Flower is crimson velvet 
red with a green throat 5-1/2" bloom.  Highly adaptable plant thriving in most soil conditions and will tolerate light 
shade.  Drought resistant, almost disease free.  Extensive root systems make this an excellent soil erosion plant. 

41.  LǊƛǎ Ψ.ƭǳŜ YƛƴƎΩ Iris sibirica - 28-орέ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ light blue flower blooming early throughout June.  Deer resistant. 

42.  LǊƛǎ Ψ{ƴƻǿ vǳŜŜƴΩ Iris sibirica - 18-нпέ ǇǳǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎŜnters.  Blooms late spring-early summer.  
Wet tolerant and deer resistant. 

43.  Autumn Joy Sedum Sedum spectable - Full sun starting with broccoli-ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ сέ ǇŀƭŜ Ǉƛƴƪ 
flower clusters, turning salmon-rose, then burnt red and Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻƴȊŜ нпέΦ 

44.  Black Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta - A 2-оΩ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǇŜǘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ  Needs 
average moisture and usually reseeds itself. 

45.  Oxeye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgare ς нΩ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ  .ƭƻƻƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŀƭƭΦ  м ѻέ-нέ 

flower with white outer petals and a yellow center.   

46.  Bluebells Mertensia virginica - 8-нпέ ŜǊŜŎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ǉƛƴƪ ōǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƭǳŜ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ 

flowers.  Prefers moist rich soil and full to partial shade. 

47.  Wild Geranium Geranium maculatum - 1-2½' tall, consisting of a loose cluster of basal leaves and flowering stems.  

The pale purple flowers are about 1ς1½" across.  Blooming period occurs during the late spring to early summer and 

lasts about a month.  

48.  Red Trillium Trillium erectum - 6-18" dense plant with erect, clawed maroon flower that blooms in April to June.  

Prefers moist rich soil and full shade. 
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